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Presentation Outline 

ÅWhat is a State Rail Plan? 

ÅOutreach activities 

ÅExisting rail system 

ÅTrends and forecasts 

ÅNeeds and opportunities 
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Presentation Outline (cont.) 

ÅPassenger proposals 

ÅFreight proposals 

ÅNext steps 

ÅYour comments 

ïModify proposed projects? 

ïSuggest policy recommendations? 
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What Is a State Rail Plan?  

ÅArticulates passenger and freight rail vision for 
a state 

ïVision needs to be grounded in what state 
stakeholders need and want from their systems 

ÅSpecifies long-term investment strategies, 
program of improvements 

ÅIdentifies benefits of improvements  

ï Benefits used to prioritize investments 
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Draft Rail Vision 

A safe and energy efficient state rail system that 
enables the economic wellbeing of Georgians by 

expanding access and enhancing mobility for 
people and goods in an environmentally 

sustainable manner. 
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Draft Rail Goals 

ÅEnhance safety and security 

ÅProvide reliable/enhanced passenger system 

ÅDevelop energy efficient and environmentally 
sustainable rail system 

ÅPreserve and improve existing infrastructure  

ÅEnhance economic development and 
competitiveness  

ÅPromote and expand intermodal connectivity 
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Outreach Activities 

ÅPublic meetings in April and August 

ÅOn-line survey on GDOT website 

ÅOutreach to railroads 

ÅStakeholder Workshop in May 

ÅEnvironmental Justice interviews in May and 
June 

ÅRail shipper interviews in June and July 

ÅQuarterly Steering Committee meetings 

7 



Stakeholder Feedback 

ÅPreserve strategic rights-of-way 

ÅLeverage federal and internal funding sources 

ÅPromote and enhance safety 

ÅExpand rail planning with other state and local 
agencies and with neighboring states  

ÅExpand data collection on hazmat, crossing 
hazards, and traffic flows 
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Stakeholder Feedback (cont.) 

ÅDevelop a passenger rail marketing program 

ÅImprove and expand intercity passenger rail 

ÅUpdate commuter rail plan, emphasizing an 
incremental approach 

ÅEncourage goods movement by rail, while 
maintaining environmental sustainability 

9 



Existing 
Rail 

System 
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4,651 miles 

 



CSXT 
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1,567 miles 

 



NS 
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2,064 miles 

 



CSXT and NS 
 Major Yards 
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11 major yards and  

intermodal facilities 

 


